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In consideration of 

SENATE BILL 2535, SENATE DRAFT 2, HOUSE DRAFT 1 
RELATING TO GEOTHERMAL 

 
Senate Bill 2535, Senate Draft 2, House Draft 1 proposes to amend the Hawaii Revised Statutes 
relating to geothermal.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) 
supports this measure with amendments. 
 
The Department respectfully requests the restoration of the language in Senate Bill 2535, Senate 
Draft 2 version which proposes to:  (1) clarify that the regulation of geothermal resources 
development and geothermal resources exploration is reserved to the State unless delegated to 
the counties by statute; (2) require the lessee of a mining lease to comply with all water and air 
pollution control laws, relating to building, grading, and flood control codes; and (3) require the 
rules of the Board of Land and Natural Resources regarding mining operations, geothermal 
resource development, and geothermal resource exploration, including drilling conditions and 
restrictions, to be uniform throughout the State.   
 
The Department supports the affirmation that the State is the regulatory authority for mining 
operations and drilling conditions/restrictions for geothermal resources exploration and 
development, which should be uniform throughout the State.   
 
Geothermal development in Hawaii has contributed to a greater energy diversification of the 
State.  Accordingly, effective management of the resource and its development is vital to protect 
the health and safety of the public and to ensure the continued viability of this Public Trust 
Resource for future generations.   
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In accordance with existing Hawaii Administrative Rules1, the Department is responsible for: 
(1) The leasing of geothermal resources on state or reserved lands; and 
(2) The regulation of all drilling of geothermal resources in Hawaii 
 
These authorities are to ensure that the proper management of geothermal resources is in place 
for the purpose of:  (1) preventing waste; (2) conserving and providing for the optimum use of 
the resource; (3) minimizing or preventing degradation of the environment, surface and ground 
waters, and other natural resources; and (4) preventing injury to life and property.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 

                                            
1 Hawaii Administrative Rules, Title 13, Chapter 183, Rules on Leasing and Drilling of Geothermal Resources 
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